
Adult Christian Education 
September—December 2018 

Adult Bible Study 
Every Sunday, 9:00—10:00 am Room 308 

 

In this small group gathering, Dr. Will Deming, FPC Member and Professor in the Theology 
Department at the University of Portland, leads a discussion on the Scripture passages for 
that Sunday, using the Revised Common Lectionary. This is a great way to dive deep into the 

passages before the worship service. Childcare provided in Room 203. 

Introduction to Centering Prayer  

Sundays, September 16 – October 14, 12, 12:00pm 
 

Centering Prayer is a receptive method of silent prayer revived from the Christian          
contemplative heritage that emphasizes prayer as a personal relationship with God. It offers 

us a way to quiet our faculties, resting in God, preparing to receive the gift of God's        

presence. This workshop is provided by commissioned presenters from Contemplative    
Outreach of Portland of The Method of Centering Prayer. 

 

Introduction to Centering Prayer Workshop 
Sunday, September 16th, Noon – 4 pm 

Location: Youth Room (305) 

 
Four Follow-up Sessions 

Sundays, September 23rd, 30th & October 7th & 14th, 
Noon – 1 pm  Location: John Knox Room (308) 

 
A light lunch will be provided. Childcare can be arranged upon request. 

A suggested donation for participation in the series is $35/ person, 

but everyone who wants to participate will be welcome. 

 

If interested in participating in this series, please sign up by contacting Emily Stecher, 

(estecher@firstpresportland.org), by September12th. 



Exploring the Message of Dietrich Bonhoeffer for Today 
Guest Speaker: Mark Dodson 

Sundays, October 21 – November 4, 12:00—1:00 pm, Calvin Library 
 

The New York Times has said "It would be impossible to overrate the importance of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer as a disciple, a great Christian and a moral leader.” Why would a scholar with a 
profound interest in ethics participate in a plot to assassinate 
Hitler, leading to his execution? Why would a conscientious 
young theologian take   exception to the most important      
theologians of the day in his own church, including Adolf      
Harnack and Karl Heim? And why would Bonhoeffer override 
the wishes of America's most revered theologian of the time, 
Reinhold Niebuhr, and leave a safe and influential position at 
Union Seminary in New York to take the last ship back to    

Germany before the outbreak of World War II? These are 
some of the questions we will explore in our three week study 

of Bonhoeffer as a man and the evolution of his writings in 
context--all before we examine the legacy of Bonhoeffer in 

the US, Germany and around the world. 

 

Our speaker, Mark Dodson, has this to say about his interest in Bonhoeffer – “As a college 
student in the 1960's, I had the privilege of studying with Dietrich Bonhoeffer's best friend, 

Eberhard Bethge, the man who compiled and published his letters and papers. As part of a 
three year study, I was also able to meet and interview others who served in the church 
struggle against Hitler and the pro-Nazi church leaders of the time. While I have spent the last 
40 years as an attorney and utility executive in Portland, my college thesis inspired a lifelong 
interest in the clarity of thought and moral leadership of Bonhoeffer and that has allowed me 

to continue to explore the evolving legacy of Bonhoeffer with  pastors here in the US and 
with current pastors in the churches where Bonhoeffer actually served in Berlin. I have   
concluded that his example and message are as relevant today as when he met his untimely 
death just weeks before the end of the War. As a fellow Presbyterian, I enjoyed exploring 
these questions with members of Westminster Presbyterian last fall, and I look forward to 
this class.” Childcare can be arranged upon request. 

During Advent, we will focus on the 
symbolism of the Advent wreath and 

explore ideas for incorporating it   
into our personal and family           

devotions. Participants of all ages 
will have the opportunity to make  

medallions using shrinky dink paper 
that will decorate the four candles in 
their home Advent wreath, each with 

a symbol for that week of Advent.  

Intergenerational Offering: Exploring the Symbols of Advent 
Sundays, December 2—23, 11:30am 


