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Assisted hearing devices & large print copies of the sermon and hymns are available from the ushers.

Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

The Gathering
Please extend the courtesy of your attention to the Handbell Choir, 

whose musical offerings will help to set a joyous tone for today’s worship service. 

  Prelude                       Here I Am to Worship       Tim Hughes / arr. Patricia Cota
Prelude         How Deep the Father’s Love for Us   Stuart Townend / arr. Patricia Cota

 (Handbell Choir)

  Introit                        Come, Let Us Sing To the Lord              Hal H. Hopson    
Come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the Lord!

*Call to Worship                                                                             
Holy is the Lord our God;
 great and glorious is the God of all creation.
In reverence and awe, we come to worship God.
 The Lord our God reigns with forgiveness and fairness.
In the light of God’s holiness, mercy, and love,
 In reverent awe, we come to worship God.

*Prayer of the Day (Unison)                                              
  Everlasting God, in your creation, we have glimpsed your glory; 
  in Christ, we have known your love.
  May your church throughout the world 
  hold fast to faith and follow in his way of love and justice and peace. 
  Through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you                                
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

*Hymn No. 645        Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above  mit freuden zart

*Please stand if you are able.

October 22, 2017
Twentieth 

Sunday After 
Pentecost

The prelude provides 
an opportunity for us to 
quiet our hearts and pre-
pare our minds for wor-
ship. 

The Introit is a musical 
reflection to help us turn 
toward God.  

We are called together to 
give God praise and wor-
ship.

As we come into God’s 
presence, we turn to 
the Lord in prayer, giving 
thanks for God’s bless-
ings.
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In the presence of a holy 
God, we become aware of 
the ways we fall short of 
God’s best hopes for us, and 
the ways we have hurt oth-
ers.  

We turn to God in prayer, 
asking forgiveness.  

In this traditionally sung re-
sponse, we ask for Christ’s 
mercy.

We express gratitude that 
through God’s grace and 
Christ’s giving of himself on 
the cross, we are forgiven 
and restored to God and 
one another. 

*Invitation to Confession                                                   

*Prayer of Confession (Unison)                      
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being,
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, 
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts:
Cleanse us from all our offenses,
that with reverent and humble hearts
we may draw near to you, 
confessing our faults,
confiding in your grace,
and finding in you our refuge and strength;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Our prayers continue in silence.

*Lord Have Mercy                                                          

© Christopher Walker (b. 1947), 1996.  Published by OCP.

*Assurance of Pardon                                                           
As far as the East is from the West;
so far has God removed our transgressions from us,
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
 Thanks be to God!
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Jesus often greeted his dis-
ciples, saying, “Peace be 
with you.”  By extending his 
peace we affirm our unity in 
Christ and our reconciliation 
with God’s people.  

We celebrate ways the 
church seeks to glorify God 
and serve our neighbors 
through fellowship, study, 
and service.

*Response of Praise                                                             none 

Text: Michael Perry (1942-1996) © 1982 by Hope Publishing Co.  Music: Gustav Holst (1874-1934)

*Passing the Peace
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, 
 we ought also to forgive one another.
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

 And also with you!
 Please greet one another with signs of God’s peace.

  Welcome and Celebrations of the Church
Please sign and pass the Friendship Folder and return the folder back down the pew,

so that you may know those sitting around you.

  Moment for Stewardship                            Cynthia Crose 
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We ask the Holy Spirit to 
help us understand and 
respond to the scriptures. 

An offering of music with 
text linked to the Scriptures 
of the day.

  The Children’s Moment                             
  The nursery is available with volunteers for small children, from infants - 2 years.   

Children through 5th Grade are dismissed to Children’s Music                                          
and Sunday School after the Children’s Moment. 

Sacrament of Baptism 

  Presentation                                            Joyce Evans 
Alice Turner

daughter of Cameron Turner & Shannon Eikum

The Word

  Prayer for Illumination                                                     

  First Scripture Lesson       Exodus 33:12-23      Pew Bible, pg. 80 (OT)
 The Word of the Lord.                                                                 

 Thanks be to God.  

  Anthem                               Do Not Be Afraid                Philip W.J. Stopford
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you.  I have called you by your name; you are mine.

When you walk through the waters, I’ll be with you; you will never sink beneath the waves.
When the fire is burning all around you, you will never be consumed by the flames. 

When the fear of loneliness is looming, then remember I am at your side. 
When you dwell in the exile of a stranger, remember you are precious in my eyes.

You are mine, O my child, I am your Father, and I love you with a perfect love. 

— Gerard Markland (b. 1953) (based on Isaiah 43:1-4)

 (Leah Papay, soprano)

  Second Scripture Lesson  I Thessalonians 1:1-10  Pew Bible, pg. 203 (NT)
 The Word of the Lord.                                                                 

 Thanks be to God.  
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The affirmation of faith  in-
vites us to join with God’s 
people over the centuries, 
affirming God as Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustain-
ing Spirit. It often calls 
for our response as peo-
ple of faith in the world.

We pray together the 
prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples, using the ver-
sion from Matthew’s Gospel 
that prays to be forgiven our 
“debts.”

  Sermon            “When God seems Hidden”          Rev. Audrey Schindler  

*Hymn No. 12      Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise        st. denio      

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                      from the Confession of 1967
God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of our minds.  
Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and 
goodness.  But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing 
power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and 
goodness in receiving sinful people.  God has created the world of 
space and time to be the sphere of God’s dealings with us.  In its 
beauty and vastness, sublimity and awfulness, order and disorder, 
the world reflects to the eye of faith the majesty and mystery of its 
Creator.

  Offertory                               Chaconne                           Kenneth Danchik
 (Handbell Choir)

*Doxology                                                             none 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.
Text: © 1990 by Neil Weatherhogg  Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH, LM; Genevan Psalter (1551)

*Prayer of Dedication

  Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

  The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.
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Having sung God’s praise 
and heard God’s word of 
hope and grace, we are 
sent from worship to follow 
Christ and serve his people 
in the world.

The Postlude is joyful music 
to send us on our way to 
serve God and our neigh-
bors. Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706706

Rev. Dr. Audrey Schindler, Pastor
Rev. Dr. John Evans, Parish Associate
Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries
Dan Anajovich, Handbell Choir Director
Emily Stecher, Director of Christian Education
Margaux Johnson, Lector
Jim Walsh, Usher Captain 

Worship
L eaders

The Sending

*Hymn                  Go Make of All Disciples              ellacombe  

Text: Leon M. Adkins (1896-1986) © 1964 by Abingdon Press.
Music: ELLACOMBE, 7 6 7 6 D; Gesangbuch der Herzogl, Wirtemberg, 1784

*Benediction

*Postlude                         Toccata in 7                      John Rutter 

            
            
            
            


                 

            
            
            

            


                

            
            
            
            


                 

            
            
            

            


                



Announcements
Forward in Faith 
Please pick up your campaign 
commitment packet this 
morning following worship 
in Geneva Hall.  During the coffee & fellowship in Geneva 
Hall, please see a Communications Team or Management 
Team member to receive your personal packet.  Each 
packet includes important information about the 2018 
Annual Stewardship and 2017-2020 Capital Campaigns.  
Please remember that Commitment Sunday is 
November 12th.

You’re Invited to a Neighborhood Gathering!
Happening today after worship; from 4-6 pm at 
Holladay Park Plaza - 1300 NE 16th Ave., 97232, and 
hosted by Dale & Bette Hess and John & Joyce Evans. 
Additional gatherings for you to attend, please sign up in 
the church office: 
• October 29th after Church in the Calvin Library,                

hosted by Paul & Melissa Dailey
• October 29th after Church in SW/Downtown,                        

hosted by Tim Sercombe & Jane Van Boskirk
• October 29th from 4-6 pm in the Pearl district,                  

hosted by Walt & Jean Meihoff
• October 29th from 3-5 pm in the Vancouver area,         

hosted by Arlene Clemens & Zane and Karol Buxton
Please contact office@firstpresportland.org or (503) 
228-7331 if you need address information or have 
any questions.  We will hear more about the capital & 
stewardship campaigns. 

Flu shots will be in the Calvin Library today after worship.  
They are free of charge if you have an insurance plan that 
we can process on your behalf.  Please remember to wear 
long sleeves to make it easier for the nurse.  Questions?  
Call Sarah Schwab at (503) 319-0177. 

Reminder: Ambassador Team training will be held today 
(Sunday, October 22) from 11:45-12:45 pm in room 307.  
A light lunch will be provided.  It is vital that all attend.  
For those unable to attend today, the training will be 
repeated on Monday, October 23, from 7-8 pm in the 
Calvin library. 

Fall Membership Classes Today After Worship
First Steps classes for those interested in exploring 
membership will be held on two Sundays in October.  
The first class is today, from 11:45 to 1:30 pm, in the 
Youth Room, room 305, on the third floor.  Please come 
join us for lunch and conversation.  Presentations will 
be given by church leadership and church members.  A 
second class will be held next Sunday, October 29 from 
9-10 am, in room 307.  Questions, or ready to sign up?  
Contact the church office at (503) 228-7331 or Brenda 
Peterson at (503) 381-6470. 

Faithful Friends Mentoring Opportunity
Please consider becoming a mentor to an at risk child, 
aged 6-9 years for one year.  Children are paired with 
mentors within their geographic location.  Faithful 
Friends will give an information session and initial 
training on the evening of Wednesday, October 25th, 
from 7–9 pm, in the Calvin Library.  Please plan to attend.

FPC Young Adults Service Gathering
We’ll be serving at the Oregon Food Bank on Saturday, 
October 28th from 9-11:30 am.  Come at 8:45 am to 
say hello and check in together!  If you’re interested,     
contact Rev. Lindsey at lsantamaria@firstpresportland.org 
so she can sign you up, because the food bank requires a 
sign up and advance notice.

Exploring Daniel
Half-remembered stories and strange visions offer 
guidance for living into our prayer, “Thy Kingdom come”. 
The Book of Daniel helps set the historical stage and 
provides much of the sub-structure for the Gospels.     
We will reflect on a (not “the”) way to let the Bible shape 
our faith responses to our living Lord amid the chaos of 
today’s world.  May perspective, courage, and strength 
result!  Join Rev. Steve Maling on Sundays; October 29 
through November 19 at 9 am in the Whitman Room for 
this discussion. 

The Coat Drive will be held on Sunday, November 5, 
through Sunday, November, 12.  Coats for men, women, 
boys, girls, and toddlers are accepted.  There will be a 
collection spot in Geneva Hall.  All donations are greatly 
appreciated.  Questions, please contact Karen Keefer at 
(503) 230-0373. 

The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given in loving memory of 
thier parents, Edwin and Durrett Nesbitt and Bob and Charlotte Overstreet,                                    

Allen and Carolyn Nesbitt.   

Our thoughts and prayers are with:
Herb Grose, Carl Hammond, Fran Hermanson, Curtis Horrall, Karen Keefer,      

Katie Long, Dorothy Steward, Margery Van Deusen, Helen Weber, Fred Young
If you would like your name added to the prayer section of the weekly bulletin, or confidential prayers,   

please contact the church office at office@firstpresportland.org or by phone at (503) 228-7331.  

Sanctuary
Flowers

Prayers of
the People



Announcements

6th Annual Fair Trade Autumn Market 
The 6th annual Fair Trade Holiday Market will be an 
Autumn Market from 11 am to 2 pm on Sunday, 
November 5, in Geneva Hall.  Our amazing vendors 
from Basha (Bangladesh), Themananthi (South Africa), 
Zumbido de Portland and Upavim (Central and South 
America) and Zimbabwe Artists Projects (Africa) will 
return with traditional classic and new items.  Welcome 
our vendors back, shop the Market, and support Fair 
Trade!    

Fair Trade Thanks
**Special thanks to FPC members and friends who 
support our Fair Trade Table.  Your 20% extra “Mission 
margin” for FY 2016-17, built into prices for Canaan Fair 
Trade olive oil products, Café Justo coffees, and Equal 
Exchange chocolates and fruit bars, has been donated to: 
• Presbyterian Disaster Assistance/PC USA ($378)
• Friends of Basha ($378)
• Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon ($378)

Personal orders for Fair Trade products will be taken 
during October.  Please see or email Roberta Badger-Cain 
(emilysing@aol.com), Cynthia Crose (cynthia_home@
yahoo.com), Carolyn McCall (cemccall@aol.com), or 
Marilyn Weber (schatzimlw@gmail.com).

Retired Adults Holiday Luncheon at Menucha
The Holiday Luncheon for retired adults is on Tuesday, 
November 28th from 10:30–2 pm at Menucha.  All FPC 
retired adults are welcome!  This year’s program includes 
presentations on the history of our church buildings and 
holiday festivities.  Visit with longtime friends and meet 
new ones.  Lunch is $13 per person, and $15 for special 
dietary needs.  Transportation and carpooling can be 
arranged by calling the church office. Please reserve 
your space and share any special dietary requests with 
the church office at (503)228-7331, by the Tuesday, 
November 7th deadline.

The Tuesday Women’s Book Club will meet in the Calvin 
Library (lower level) of the church on Tuesday, November 
7, at 11:30 am.   Please bring your lunch, beverages and 
cookies will be served.  Last Book to Wisdom by Ivan 
Doig will be presented by Arlene Clemens.  It is about a 
young boy being raised by his grandmother on a ranch 
in the Montana Rockies.  Also in paperback.  For more 
information please call Marilyn Weber (503) 241-4081 or 
e-mail:  schatzimlw@gmail.com
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Weekly Calendar
Sunday, October 22
 8 am Calvin Library Open, check out a book!
  9 am-1 pm Eduardo Fernandez Exhibit (Chapel)
 9 am Adult Bible Study (308)
  Adult Ed: Graying Gracefully (Whitman) 
  Kids Feasting on the Word (203)
  Adult Ed: Feasting on the Word    
  Discussion Group (306)
 10:15 am Nursery Infants-2’s (100)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 10:45 am Children’s Music (203)
 11 am Godly Play (4yo-2nd Grade) (204)
  Fish Tank (3rd - 5th Grade) (305) 
 11:45 am Coffee & Fellowship (Geneva)
  Children’s Weekly Story Time (Calvin)
  First Steps + Lunch (Youth Room/305)
  Capital Campaign Ambassador Team   
  Training Mtg. (307)
  Flu Shots (Calvin)
 Noon Youth Group (Youth Room)
  Youth Ministry Conversation with Parents  
  (Whitman) 
 3:45 pm Wedding Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
 4 pm Home Meeting - Evans/Hess (NE Portland) 

Monday, October 23
 11 am Wedding Ceremony (Sanctuary)
 5 pm Personnel Mtg. (306)
 6 pm AA Mtg. (Whitman)
 7 pm Campaign Ambassador Team Training Mtg.   
  (307)

Tuesday, October 24
 9 am-3 pm Eduardo Fernandez Exhibit (Chapel)
 9:30 am English Language Center (Geneva) 
 4:30 pm English Language Center Afternoon Class  
  (Calvin)  

Wednesday, October 25
 9 am-3 pm Eduardo Fernandez Exhibit (Chapel)
 Noon Practical Theology (308)
  Finance Committee Mtg. (306)
 2 pm Pastor Program Staff Mtg. 
  (Assoc. Pastor’s Office)
 6:30 pm Stewardship Mtg. (306)
 7 pm Faithful Friends Mentoring Presentation &  
  Training (Calvin)

Thursday, October 26
 7 am BIG Bible Study (Calvin)
 9 am-3 pm Eduardo Fernandez Exhibit (Chapel)
 9:30 am English Language Center (Geneva) 
 10 am Open Circle (Whitman)
 3 pm Julia West House Task Group (306)
 6 pm Handbell Choir Practice (Whitman)
 6:15 pm Transitional Youth (Geneva)
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room)

Friday, October 27
 9 am-3 pm Eduardo Fernandez Exhibit (Chapel)
 9:30 am Quilters (Quilter’s Room)
 11:30 am Grace Sawyer Organ Practice (Sanctuary)
 4:45 pm Wedding Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Saturday, October 28
 9 am Young Adult Group (Oregon Food Bank)
 1 pm Wedding Ceremony (Sanctuary)

Sunday, October 29
 8 am Calvin Library Open, check out a book!
  9 am-1 pm Eduardo Fernandez Exhibit (Chapel)
 9 am First Steps Class 2 (307)
  Adult Bible Study (308)
  Adult Ed: Exploring Daniel (Whitman)
  Kids Feasting on the Word (203)
  Adult Ed: Feasting on the Word    
  Discussion Group (306)
 10:15 am Nursery Infants-2’s (100)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 10:45 am Children’s Music (203)
 11 am Godly Play (4yo-2nd Grade) (204)
  Fish Tank (3rd - 5th Grade) (305)
 11:30 am Prayer Chain Mtg./Luncheon (Whitman) 
 11:45 am Coffee & Fellowship (Geneva)
  Children’s Weekly Story Time (Calvin)
 Noon Home Meeting - Sercombe (SW Downtown)
  “FPC Families” Home Group at First   
  Presbyterian (Calvin)
  Kid’s Stewardship Lessons (204)
  Confirmation Class (305)
 3 pm Home Meeting - Clemens/Buxton (Vancouver)
 4 pm Home Meeting - Meihoffs (Pearl District)

Forward in Faith Prayer
Loving God, With gratitude, knowing all things come from you, we ask for 
your guidance and wisdom as we faithfully grow,united as a congregation, 
into our future.  We pray for courage and discernment of your will in 
this Campaign and beyond, so we can joyfully live out our mission in the 
heart of the city, by glorifying God, proclaiming Christ, and serving others now and for generations to come.          
In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of life.  Amen.
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Church Office  (503) 228-7331         Menucha  (503) 695-2243 
Pastor/Emergency Pager  (503) 778-3008         Julia West House  (503) 916-4009

First Presbyterian Church
1200 SW Alder Street  Portland, OR 97205

www.firstpresportland.org

Sunday Services online at www.firstpresportland.org

Pastoral  
 Rev. Dr. Audrey Schindler, Pastor        aschindler@firstpresportland.org
 Rev. Dr. Spencer Parks, Menucha Director, Associate Pastor spencer@menucha.org
 Rev. Lindsey Santamaria, Stated Supply Associate Pastor lsantamaria@firstpresportland.org
 Rev. Dr. John Evans, Parish Associate    jcevanssf@gmail.com

Christian Education
 Emily Stecher, Director of Christian Education  estecher@firstpresportland.org

Music
 Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries   ghomza@firstpresportland.org

Administration

Vision Statement: 
At First Presbyterian Church, we commit to building faithfully on our 
legacy as a Christ-centered community, serving the spiritual needs of a 
multi-generational congregation, welcoming and accepting all, honor-
ing all voices. Through engaging worship, thoughtful education, warm 
fellowship and caring outreach, we will develop and sustain disciples for 
Christ, serving our neighbors near and far. 

    Mission Statement:

Glorifying God,

Proclaiming Christ,

Serving Others

Principal Church Staff

“You shall stand by me while my glory passes by”
“Houses of Parliament, London, Sun Breaking Through the Fog”

Claude Monet, 1904


