
Please remember to silence your cell phone. 

Assisted hearing devices & large print copies of the sermon and hymns are available from the ushers.
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Lord’s Day

The Gathering

  Prelude                                   Adagio in C Major, K. 356                     W.A. Mozart
(Greg Homza, organ)

  Prelude                                   Allegro from Sonata in C Major, K. 545                     W.A. Mozart
(Robert Miller, piano)

  Introit                                             Blessed Be the Name of the Lord                            Luke Mayernik    
Blessed be the name of the LORD forever.

Praise, you servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD.
Blessed be the name of the LORD both now and forever.

*Call to Worship                                                                             
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, 
your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 Your righteousness is like a mighty mountain;
 your judgments are like the great deep;
How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
We take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
For with you is the fountain of life;
 in your light, we see light.

*Prayer of the Day (Unison)                                              
  Almighty God, you hold the world in your providential care. 
  Give us faith to be steadfast amid the tumults of this world,
  knowing that your kingdom shall come
  and your will be done, to your eternal glory;
  through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
  one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
*Please stand if you are able.

November 12, 2017
Commitment

Sunday
Family Sunday

 

The Introit is a musical 
reflection to help us turn 
toward God.  

We are called together 
to give God praise and 
worship.

As we come into God’s 
presence, we turn to 
the Lord in prayer, 
giving thanks for God’s 
blessings.
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We lift our voices in praise. 

In the presence of a holy 
God, we become aware of 
the ways we fall short of 
God’s best hopes for us, and 
the ways we have hurt oth-
ers.  

We turn to God in prayer, 
asking forgiveness.  

In this traditionally sung re-
sponse, we ask for Christ’s 
mercy.

We express gratitude that 
through God’s grace and 
Christ’s giving of himself on 
the cross, we are forgiven 
and restored to God and 
one another. 

*Hymn No. 307          God of Grace and God of Glory         cwm rhondda

*Invitation to Confession                                                   

*Prayer of Confession (Unison)                      
Gracious God, we confess that too often we have wandered
from your ways, wasted your gifts, forgotten your love. 
We are hesitant to give of what you have given us,
and to embrace the joy of serving you.
At times our hearts grow weary when confronting the needs of the world.
Help us to count our blessings, 
and for the sake of our Lord who gave his life,
to give of ourselves, that the world may know your love.

Our prayers coNtinue in silence.

*Lord Have Mercy                                                          

© Christopher Walker (b. 1947), 1996.  Published by OCP.

*Assurance of Pardon                                                           
The proof of God's amazing love is this, 
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
  Thanks be to God!
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We sing in thanks for the gift 
of forgiveness and new life.

Jesus often greeted his dis-
ciples, saying, “Peace be 
with you.”  By extending his 
peace we affirm our unity in 
Christ and our reconciliation 
with God’s people.  

We celebrate ways the 
church seeks to glorify God 
and serve our neighbors 
through fellowship, study, 
and service.

*Response of Praise                                                             none 

Text: Michael Perry (1942-1996) © 1982 by Hope Publishing Co.  Music: Gustav Holst (1874-1934)

*Passing the Peace
 Since God has forgiven us in Christ, 
 we ought also to forgive one another.
 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

 And also with you!
 Please greet one another with signs of God’s peace.

  Welcome and Celebrations of the Church
Please sign and pass the Friendship Folder and return the folder back down the pew,

so that you may know those sitting around you.

  The Children’s Moment                             
   The nursery is available with volunteers for small children, from infants - 2 years. 

All children, aged preschool and older, will remain in worship today.  

Reception of New Members    Somali Refugee Family
 Christopher (Chris) Warner Bartlett, James (Jim) Martin Fetterman,                           

Katherine (Kat) Lee Ellis Fetterman, Ruth Helen Layton, Ashley Ann Parker 

  Moment for Stewardship                                            MaryKay & Jeff West

            

      
           

            

     
           

            

                

            

               

            

     
           

            

     
           



4

help us understand and 
respond to the scriptures. 

An offering of music with 
text linked to the Scriptures 
of the day.

The affirmation of faith  in-
vites us to join with God’s 
people over the centuries, 
affirming God as Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustain-
ing Spirit. It often calls 
for our response as peo-
ple of faith in the world.

The Word

  Prayer for Illumination                                                     

  First Scripture Lesson            Psalm 78:1-7       Pew Bible, pg. 537 (OT)  
 The Word of the Lord.                                                                 

 Thanks be to God.  

  Anthem                               People of the Lord                                  Greg Scheer
People of the Lord, listen to my voice.

Hear the ancient words.  Once again rejoice! 

What we have heard, what we have known, let our tongues tell our sons and daughters
the wonders of our living God, that they may join us in the chorus.

Tell of God’s great deeds.  Teach God’s loving law
that faith’s precious seed in each heart may grow. 

Tell the news till each generation knows.  
They, in turn, will teach those yet to be born.

May we trust in God, rest in God’s strong hand,
live in God’s strong love, follow God’s commands.

  Second Scripture Lesson   Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-15   Pew Bible, pg. 215 (OT)
 The Word of the Lord.                                                                 

 Thanks be to God.  

  Sermon                       “Whom Shall We Serve?”         Rev. Audrey Schindler  

*Hymn No. 39         Great Is Thy Faithfulness          faithfulness      

*Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                                        A Song of Faith,
the United Church of Canada

God is creative and self-giving,
  generously moving in all the near and distant corners of the universe.
Nothing exists that does not find its source in God.
Our first response to God’s providence is gratitude. 
We sing thanksgiving.
Finding ourselves in a world of beauty and mystery,
    of living things, diverse and interdependent,
    we sing of God the Creator, Maker and Source of all that is.
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We offer gifts for the work 
of God’s kingdom as a sign 
of our dedication to serv-
ing and loving Christ and the 
world. 

We pray together the 
prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples, using the ver-
sion from Matthew’s Gospel 
that prays to be forgiven our 
“debts.”

 

During the offertory music, you are invited to come forward 
to put your pledge in the offering on the communion table.  

If you have already submitted a pledge, please join in bringing forward 
a card as a sign of your commitment on this dedication Sunday.

Please join in singing as you bring your pledge cards!

  Offertory No. 709         God, We Honor You       abundant blessings
God, we honor you, God, we trust in you.  God, we worship and adore you.
Take what we bring, offered to you.  Teach us to show your abundant blessings.

Alleluia, amen.

*Doxology                                                             none 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.

Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Amen.
Text: © 1990 by Neil Weatherhogg  Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH, LM; Genevan Psalter (1551)

*Prayer of Dedication (Unison)                        Forward in Faith Prayer
Loving God,
with gratitude, knowing all things come from you, 
we ask for your guidance and wisdom as we faithfully grow,
united as a congregation, into our future.
We pray for courage and discernment of your will 
in this campaign and beyond,
so we can joyfully live out our mission in the heart of the city, 
by glorifying God, proclaiming Christ, 
and serving others now and for generations to come.
In the name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of life.  Amen.

  Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

  The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)
  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.
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The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given in                                             
loving memory of Peggy, Linwood, Robin and Linwood III                                                                                   
by their families, the Browns, Cornells and Allens.   

Our thoughts and prayers are with:
Herb Grose, Carl Hammond, Fran Hermanson, Karen Keefer, Katie Long,   
Dorothy Steward, Margery Van Deusen, and Helen Weber.  
If you would like your name added to the prayer section of the weekly bulletin, or confidential prayers,   
please contact the church office at office@firstpresportland.org or by phone at (503) 228-7331.  

Rev. Dr. Audrey Schindler, Pastor
Rev. Lindsey Santamaria, Associate Pastor
Rev. Dr. John Evans, Parish Associate
Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries
Emily Stecher, Director of Christian Education
Joyce Evans, Lector
Steve Anderson, Usher Captain 

Having sung God’s praise and 
heard God’s word of hope 
and grace, we are sent from 
worship to follow Christ and 
serve his people in the world.

The Postlude is joyful music 
to send us on our way to 
serve God and our neigh-
bors.

Sanctuary
Flowers

Prayers of
the People

Worship
L eaders

The Sending

*Hymn No. 697                  Take My Life                            hendon  

*Benediction

*Postlude   Prelude and Fugue in F Major, BWV 556   Johann Sebastian Bach

Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-706706

In Memoriam Prayers of Christian Love and Sympathy are extended to the family 
and friends of Frederic Sengstake Young, who passed away last week.                              
A private family service is planned. 



Weekly Calendar

Stewardship Sunday, Family Sunday, November 12
  Coat Drive (Donation Area in Geneva Hall)
 8 am Calvin Library Open, check out a book!
 9 am-1 pm  Kate Ampersand “Explorations” Photo   
  Exhibit (Chapel)
  9 am Confirmation Class (Youth Room, 305)
  Adult Bible Study (308)
  Adult Ed: Exploring Daniel (Whitman)
  Kids Feasting on the Word (203)
  Adult Ed: Feasting on the Word    
  Discussion Group (306) 
 10:15 am Nursery Infants-2’s (100)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 11:30 am FPC Commitment Sunday & Annual   
  Mtg. (Geneva)
	 	 Annual	Meeting	Childcare	
  (Lower Hilockburn Hall - B20)

Monday, November 13
 6 pm AA Mtg. (Whitman)

Tuesday, November 14
  9 am-3 pm Kate Ampersand “Explorations” Photo   
  Exhibit (Chapel)
 9:30 am English Language Center (Geneva)
  Advocacy & Social Justice Mtg. (306)
 Noon Two Dudes & A Bible (308)
 12:30 pm Faith Development Committee Mtg. (306)
 1 pm Memorial Service for Nancy Wood (Santuary)
 2 pm Memorial Reception for Nancy Wood (Geneva)
 4:30 pm English Language Center Afternoon Class   
  (Calvin) 
 6:30 pm Advocacy & Social Justice Mtg. (306)  

Wednesday, November 15
  9 am-3 pm Kate Ampersand “Explorations” Photo   
  Exhibit (Chapel)
 Noon Practical Theology (306)
 12:30 pm Thanks Team Mtg. (308)
 2 pm Pastor Program Staff Mtg. (Assoc. Pastor’s Office)
 2:30 pm Rod MacPherson Organ Practice (Sanctuary)
 6:30 pm Worship Committee Mtg. (306)
  Menucha Commission Mtg. (Calvin)
  Thanks Team Mtg. (308)

Thursday, November 16
 7 am BIG Bible Study (Calvin)
 9 am-3 pm  Kate Ampersand “Explorations” Photo   
  Exhibit (Chapel)
 9:30 am English Language Center (Geneva) 
  Open Circle (Whitman)
 11:45 am Thanks Team Mtg. (306)
 5:30 pm Julia West House Commission Mtg. (JWH) 
 6 pm Handbell Choir Practice (Whitman)
 7:30 pm Chancel Choir Practice (Choir Room)

Friday, November 17
 All Day Middle School Retreat  (Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp) 
9 am-3 pm  Kate Ampersand “Explorations” Photo   
  Exhibit (Chapel)
 9:30 am Quilters (Quilter’s Room)
 12:30 pm Thanks Team Mtg. (306)
 4:45 pm Wedding Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Saturday, November 18
 All Day Middle School Retreat  (Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp) 
 9 am Young Adults (Oregon Food Bank)
 1 pm Wedding Ceremony (Sanctuary) 

Sunday, November 19
 All Day Middle School Retreat  (Mt. Hood Kiwanis Camp)
 8 am Calvin Library Open, check out a book!
 9 am-1 pm  Kate Ampersand “Explorations” Photo   
  Exhibit (Chapel)
 9 am Adult Bible Study (308)
  Adult Ed: Exploring Daniel (Whitman)
  Kids Feasting on the Word (203)
  Adult Ed: Feasting on the Word    
  Discussion Group (306)
 10:15 am Nursery Infants-2’s (100)
 10:30 am Worship (Sanctuary)
 10:45 am Children’s Music (PreK-5th) (203)
 11 am Godly Play (4yrs-2nd Grade) (204)
  Fish Tank (3rd - 5th Grade) (305)
 11:45 am PWM Bake Sale/Craft Fair (Geneva)
  Coffee & Fellowship (Geneva)
  Children’s Weekly Story Time (Calvin)
  Deacon's Mtg. (Whitman)
 Noon Youth Group (Youth Room)
  Thanks Team Mtg. (306, 308)

New to First Church?  We’re glad you are here!
Please make yourself known to us by signing the Friendship Register. 
Following worship today, one of our church members will be in the Welcome Center                       

during coffee hour in Geneva Hall to greet visitors and answer any questions you may have.  
Interested in joining First Church?  Next new member classes: February 18 and 25, 2018.   



Announcements

Today is Commitment Sunday for our Annual 
Stewardship and Capital Campaign.  During 
worship this morning, the congregation will 
be invited to bring forward their commitment 
cards.  Please remember 
our Capital Campaign 
gifts are over and above 
our regular giving to the 
church.  Thank you for your ongoing support of 
First Presbyterian Church through time, talent 
and treasure as together we move Forward in 
Faith!

You’re	Invited	to	the	Church’s	Annual	Meeting	
and	Luncheon	After	Worship	Today	
in Geneva Hall.  We’ll be electing 
new Elders to join the Session as 
well as Deacons and Trustees, 
and members of next year’s CNC 

(Congregational Nominating Committee), as 
well as approving terms of call for installed 
ministers.  Come join in a special time of lunch, 
meeting and fellowship!  After lunch, childcare 
will be provided in the basement preschool.

The	Coat	Drive	Continues	Today.		
Coats for men, women, boys, girls, and toddlers 
are accepted in the collection area in Geneva Hall.  
All donations are greatly appreciated.  Questions, please 
contact Karen Keefer at (503) 230-0373. 

Our love and prayers are extended to the family and 
friends	of	Nancy	Wood.		                                                                    
There will be a memorial service this Tuesday, 
November 14th at 1 pm with a reception to follow in 
Geneva Hall. 

FPC	Young	Adults	Service	Gathering
We’ll be serving at the Oregon Food Bank on Saturday, 
November 18th from 9-11:30 am.  Come at 8:45 to say 
hello and check in together!  
If you’re interested, contact Rev. Lindsey at 
lsantamaria@firstpresportland.org to sign 
up as the food bank requires a sign up and 
advanced notice.

The Presbyterian Women’s Ministries (PWM) Annual 
Craft	and	Bake	sale	will be next Sunday, November 
19th in Geneva Hall after worship.  A fundraiser for 
Julia West House and PWM, this year will emphasize 
delectable baked and canned goods and other gift 
items in time for your holiday gatherings.  Checks, cash 
or credit cards are welcome.  See you then! 

Exploring Daniel
Half-remembered stories and strange visions offer 
guidance for living into our prayer, “Thy Kingdom 
come”. The Book of Daniel helps set the historical 
stage and provides much of the sub-structure for the 
Gospels.  We will reflect on a (not “the”) way to let the 
Bible shape our faith responses to our living Lord amid 
the chaos of today’s world.  May perspective, courage, 
and strength result!  Join Rev. Steve Maling on Sundays 
through November 19 at 9 am in the Whitman Room 
for this discussion. 

The	Tuesday	Women’s	Book	Club	will meet in the 
Calvin Library (lower level) on Tuesday,	December	
5 at 11:30 am.  Bring your lunch and beverages and 
cookies will be provided.  Our discussion begins at 
noon covering two poetry books, I Shall Not Be Moved  
by Maya Angelou, a civil rights activist’s struggle to 
be free; and Farm to Fable by Tim Cusick who is part 
of our FPC family.  It is his journey of growing up 
in the Dakotas surrounded by nature and meeting 
the challenges of life.  For more information, please 
contact Marilyn Weber at schatzimlw@gmail.com or           
(503) 241-4081.

Lessons	and	Carols	on	Friday,	December	15th
We will again be offering a Service of Lessons and 
Carols on Friday,	December	15th,	at	7	pm.  More 
information to come in the weeks ahead; please save 
the date!



Church Office  (503) 228-7331         Menucha  (503) 695-2243 
Pastor/Emergency Pager  (503) 778-3008         Julia West House  (503) 916-4009

First Presbyterian Church
1200 SW Alder Street  Portland, OR 97205

www.firstpresportland.org

Sunday Services online at www.firstpresportland.org

Pastoral  
 Rev. Dr. Audrey Schindler, Pastor        aschindler@firstpresportland.org
 Rev. Dr. Spencer Parks, Menucha Director, Associate Pastor spencer@menucha.org
 Rev. Lindsey Santamaria, Stated Supply Associate Pastor lsantamaria@firstpresportland.org
 Rev. Dr. John Evans, Parish Associate    jcevanssf@gmail.com

Christian Education
 Emily Stecher, Director of Christian Education  estecher@firstpresportland.org

Music
 Greg Homza, Director of Music Ministries   ghomza@firstpresportland.org

Administration
 Bonnie Garcia, Business Administrator    cba@firstpresportland.org

Vision Statement: 
At First Presbyterian Church, we commit to building faithfully on our 
legacy as a Christ-centered community, serving the spiritual needs of a 
multi-generational congregation, welcoming and accepting all, honor-
ing all voices. Through engaging worship, thoughtful education, warm 
fellowship and caring outreach, we will develop and sustain disciples for 
Christ, serving our neighbors near and far. 

    Mission Statement:

Glorifying God,

Proclaiming Christ,

Serving Others

Principal Church Staff

“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Joshua and the Children of Israel Crossing the Jordan River,

Benjamin West, 1800


